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Dear Parents:  Welcome back to school!  In beginning my 30th year as an educator, 
these words still hold a special meaning for me.  The start of each school year 
brings a sense of renewed enthusiasm, anticipation, and opportunity.  For those   
of us in education, this is a wonderfully exciting time of the year.    
 

In looking forward to the 2012-13 school year, we intend to build upon past      
successes and embrace new opportunities that will further elevate the level of 
student learning in our schools.  The budget challenges that have been inflicted 
upon school districts in recent years have not prevented us from striving for, and 

achieving excellence.  We have instituted new operational efficiencies and employed a variety of strate-
gies to stretch resources in order to serve and provide for our students. We are currently implementing 
exciting programs and cutting-edge initiatives to further improve our schools during the coming year. 
 

Please take time to read through this publication, as it contains a good deal of information about our 
school district. In addition to a handful of interesting articles about the exploits of our students, this  
issue includes important details concerning the start of school. 
 

I would also urge you to pay special attention to the information on page 6.  There you will see the 
measures by which we work to keep parents up-to-date on district initiatives, news, and events that 
concern our schools.  During the course of the upcoming school year, I hope you will take full advantage 
of the many resources we have implemented to keep families well informed. 
 

In closing, I encourage you to take the time to become familiar with your school and your child’s      
teachers as we launch into the new school year. Involved parents are a very important factor in ensuring 
a successful school experience.   
 

Thank you for your commitment to your child's education and for your support of our schools.  We look 
forward to seeing you and your student soon!  

 

 

 
 

School District Newsletter 
  

Welcome to the 2012-13 School Year! 
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August 2012                       Back-to-School Edition 

The  
fundamental  

purpose of the        
Snoqualmie 

Valley  
School District  

is to ensure 
high levels     
of learning  
for every    
student. 

Superintendent  
Joel Aune 

 

Girls Design Robotics for Underwater Missions  
 

Bots on the Sound, an underwater robotics camp for girls in grades     
9-12, was offered for the first time in Washington State this summer. 
Mount Si High School was one of only four locations to receive the 
program grant from the National Science Foundation. From July 23- 
27, participants worked in teams to design, create, and program     
robots made of LEGOs and other components. Each day they tackled  
a different mission that required the robots to maneuver in water  
and accomplish specific tasks -- related to real-world problems.    
Their first mission/competition, for example, involved designing a   
top-of-water robot to rescue a distressed kayaker (a.k.a. little lego 
guy). This challenge was based on a real-life robotic life guard model 
named EMILY that’s being developed for ocean rescues in San Diego.  
Other missions involved creating robots to handle an oil spill clean-up 
(based on Gulf Coast events); to inspect the support of a bridge      
underwater; and to pick up crab pots and place them in collection 
bins underwater on the ocean floor.  For more information on        
Robotics in our schools, contact Mount Si teacher Kyle Warren. 
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Leadership in Education 
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Visit the district website at: www.svsd410.org.         
Select District Information then School Board for board 
meeting dates, agendas and materials, minutes and    
podcasts of past meetings, director contact information, 
and district policies. 

 

“As members of the Snoqualmie Valley School 

Board, we would like to thank you for entrusting 

us with this important role. 
 

We firmly believe that great schools need a first-rate 

school board to thrive.  For this reason, we take our 

director responsibilities very seriously and strive to 

ensure excellence in education for all Snoqualmie 

Valley students, and to maintain sound fiscal   

management that will sustain our schools and   

resources. 
 

We also appreciate that productive working         

relationships and open communication between 

school staff, parents, community members and the 

Board are essential to the success of our schools.   
 

It is truly an honor to represent this community and   

a privilege to help safeguard and improve the     

education of our children.  Thank you for your     

continued support of schools, and welcome to    

another exciting school year ahead!”  

Meet your 2012 School Board Directors.  Back row, from 
left: Joel Aune (Superintendent), Geoff Doy, Chace Carlson 
(student rep), Dan Popp (Board president), Scott Hodgins 
(Board vice president). Front row: Marci Busby, Taylor 
Pearlstein (student rep) and Carolyn Simpson.  

 Snoqualmie Valley School Board 

Superintendent Aune Passes WASA  

Leadership to Next President  
 

Snoqualmie  
Valley School 
District  
Superintendent 
Joel Aune 
served as     
president of the 
Washington 
Association  
of School  
Administrators 
(WASA) last 
year.    
 

  
Pictured above, Joel Aune “passes the gavel” at the 
WASA annual meeting this summer, to incoming 
WASA President Paul Sturm, Superintendent of   
Pullman School District.  WASA advocates for public 
education, representing more than 1,600 members 
and all 295 school districts in Washington State.    

 

Before School Starts… 

Visit the District website at www.svsd410.org to 
help your family prepare for school. You’ll find: 

 School supply lists 

 2012-13 Immunization requirements 

 Physical forms 

 Start/dismissal times 

 Bus routes and pick up times 

 School office hours 

 Orientation & “Meet your Teacher” dates 

 

Parents:  Information in this Back-to-School Newsletter 
and all Snoqualmie Valley School District policies and 
procedures are available on the district website at: 
www.svsd410.org throughout the year. Also, each   
school defines its guidelines and expectations in its     
student handbook.  We encourage families to keep       
this issue handy during the year for useful information 
regarding our schools and guidelines. 
 
 If you have questions that are not answered in this    
publication or online, please feel free to contact the   
District Public Information Coordinator at                      
malcolmc@svsd410.org or call 425-831-8423.   

http://www.svsd410.org
http://www.svsd410.org
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21st Century Skills Training 

Creating College- and Career-Ready Students  
 

Today, students’ style of learning is different --especially in regard to technology. Teachers not only need to understand how 
to use technology in their teaching, they need to understand how to help students use technology to guide their own learning.  
 

The Snoqualmie Valley School District has recently partnered with Atomic Learning, an award-winning provider of online    
technology training and support. Through this partnership, the district is now able to provide the practical application of     
technology in education by empowering educators with online training and resources needed to create college and career-
ready students with 21st Century skills.    
 

A focus on 21st Century skills.  Our district is dedicated to providing students with the 21st Century skills they need to be       
successful in a global society.  21st Century skills are not exclusive to a specific subject area and do not need to be taught out-
side of the existing curriculum.  Instead, 21st Century skills should be infused into current course materials and topics, to bring 
more real-world context into existing curricula.   
 

Atomic Learning brings to our students, staff and families nearly 50,000 step-by-step tutorials on common software, workshops 
and tech integration projects on emerging technology topics, such as blogging and Internet safety. With Atomic Learning, we 
can provide 24/7 access to professional development resources with 21st Century skills-based training.  Addressing many tech-
nology needs, Atomic Learning online resources feature a guided, step-by-step path for tech integration through online teacher 
workshops, classroom-ready projects, assessments, and just-in-time training and support for over 205 different applications.  
 
Mount Si High School teacher Joe Dockery noted, "My students found the Atomic 
Learning tutorials informative and concise, allowing them to quickly learn the  
skills they needed to effectively use the software."  
 

“By partnering with Atomic Learning, we’re providing an excellent resource to   
our teachers as they prepare students for the real world,” explained Jeff Hogan, 
the District’s Executive Director of Instructional Technology. “Additionally, these    
important training materials, which were made possible through funding from   
the 2010 Technology Levy, can be utilized by our entire Snoqualmie Valley      
learning community, not just students and teachers,” Hogan added.        
                  (To access Atomic Learning, see instructions at right.) 

PARENTS:  We encourage you to 

try Atomic Learning from home as a    
resource for yourself and to support 
your child.  Parents can login with:   
 Username: svsd410    
 Password: svsd410   
Students can login with their district 
username and password. Login at: 
https://www.atomiclearning.com/
k12/login/svsd410.   

Mount Si Student Chosen as Washington Aerospace Scholar  
 

Charlie Gates, a senior at Mount Si High School this year, was selected for the     
Washington Aerospace Scholars (WAS) 2012 Summer Residency program. He earned 
one of 160 spots in the program, among 297 students who competed last December. 
The WAS Phase one competition involved eight online lessons and a final project,           
developed by NASA, to create a proposal and design for a future colony on Mars.  
 

During the six-day summer residency experience June 17-22, students worked in 
teams to plan a human mission to Mars with support from professional engineers/
scientists, university students, and educators.  They received briefings from aerospace 
professionals, tours of engineering facilities, and hands-on engineering challenges 
involving model rocketry, robotics, landing devices, etc. 
 

In the Washington Aerospace program, I feel I gained a greater understanding of what 
an engineer does, and I became very excited to be a part of that. The aerospace industry is a huge part of this area.                  
Boeing and others will continue to employ thousands of people with a variety of different skill sets including engineering,”      
said Gates. Also this summer, he attended an engineering program at Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology in Indiana.  
 

Washington Aerospace Scholars (WAS) is an educational program for high school juniors from across Washington State that 
emphasizes science, technology, engineering and math, and encourages students to consider careers in these fields.  More   
information and applications for the 2012-13 program will be available at www.museumofflight.org/was.  

 

https://www.atomiclearning.com/k12/login/svsd410
https://www.atomiclearning.com/k12/login/svsd410
http://www.museumofflight.org/was.
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Using Technology to Bolster Learning 
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Students, who enrolled in SVVA online courses to     

supplement their school year options, are taking finals 

at a Mount Si High School computer lab.  

Online Learning Offers Scheduling Flexibility: A variety of options to meet individual needs  
 

Between graduation, college-entrance requirements and an unlimited number of potential interests to pursue,     
students often struggle to fit everything they want into their high school class schedule. Fortunately, ever-advancing   
technology means that online courses are now a viable way to stretch the traditional school day. 
 

That’s where Lisa Truemper, the District’s Online 
Learning Coordinator, comes in. For the past two 
years, Truemper has developed the Snoqualmie    
Valley Virtual Academy (SVVA) into a very successful       
program that has served dozens of students with a 
variety of needs. Students may participate in credit 
recovery, credit enhancement, and full-time and           
part-time online programs.  All online classes are           
approved by the Office of Superintendent of Public 
Instruction (OSPI) and meet  state standards. Local 
mentoring for students is also available, a benefit 
that many other online programs lack.  
 

“Online courses provide options for students to meet 
their individual needs, access classes that may not   
be available at their school, and gain 21st-century  
technology skills,” Truemper said. “Online courses 
can also help students avoid scheduling conflicts or 
accommodate a health issue.”  
 

Truemper adds, “Keep in mind, however, that an online course is not an easy solution, as some might assume.  
Online courses have the same rigor and workload as a regular class, and students need to expect to put in the same 
time and effort. The student also has to be very self-motivated to stay organized and do the work throughout the 
semester without daily teacher face time.”  An online student may also miss the traditional, enriching social           
interactions that occur in a physical classroom.  
 

When a student wants to enroll in an online course, he/she will meet with a school counselor to learn what’s availa-
ble and appropriate and to develop an educational plan.  Then the Online Learning Coordinator registers the student, 
provides an orientation, and maintains weekly contact. “We are involved from square one,” Truemper explained.   
 

“We still believe that a student’s richest learning experience is in the physical classroom with our teachers,” said   
Executive Director of Instructional Technology Jeff Hogan, “but we recognize that online courses can provide          
flexibility for busy students with complex lives.  Our aim is to maintain the quality of the Snoqualmie Valley School 
District diploma while providing access to other options.”  
 

More information can be found on the district website at:  http://www.svsd410.org/schools/svva/. 

 

ATTENTION Low-Income Families:   

Comcast “Internet Essentials” Program Offers Low-cost Internet/Computers  
 

If your child receives free or reduced priced school meals, based on your family’s income     
eligibility, you may qualify for this Comcast program that offers affordable internet service 
($9.95 per month + tax) and a low-cost computer ($149.99 + tax). 
 

For information or to sign up, visit the Comcast website http://www.internetessentials.com    
or call Comcast at 1-855-8-INTERNET.   

http://www.svsd410.org/schools/svva/
http://www.internetessentials.com
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School Improvement 

SMS Construction & Freshman Campus Update 
  

Construction began this summer at Snoqualmie Middle School (SMS) to enclose 
its seldom-used courtyard which will add about 6,000 square feet of commons 
area for year-round use.  In an effort to minimize disruption to students and    
staff during school hours, crews have been working diligently to complete           
the demolition, prep the foundation, pour concrete and install the steel                   
infrastructure, prior to the start of the school year.  Their goal is to complete     
the entire project by the end of December.   
 

A few SMS classrooms will also receive modifications to ensure science labs    
meet the requirements of high school-level curriculum and to accommodate 
STEM education programs.  These improvements, funded with proceeds from  
the 2009 bond for SMS building improvements, are part of the efforts underway 
to prepare for the Mount Si Freshman Campus.  Starting in the fall of 2013, SMS  
students will transition to attend Chief Kanim and Twin Falls middle schools,       
and the Freshman Campus will serve all 9th graders in our district. 
 

Since the Board’s approval last March to move forward with a Fall 2013 opening date, the District has been engaged in the       
18-month planning process needed to prepare for the Freshman Campus.  Next steps, at this point, involve continued research, 
meetings with the core planning and advisory teams, and updating the MSHS staff at the beginning of the school year.  Regular 
updates will be provided this coming year as the process continues.  

A peek inside, before cement is poured. 

New Middle School Math Pathway Offers Accelerated Options 
 

This fall the District is offering qualified 6th grade students at all three middle schools the opportunity to take an accelerated 
math course in Pre-Algebra (a subject that traditionally had been introduced starting in 7th grade in our district.)  
 

This new “pathway” will provide students who have a high aptitude in mathematics a quicker pace of learning math concepts, 
and ultimately a faster track to take more advanced math courses offered in high school and college. 
 

To help identify students who may be ready for accelerated mathematics in the 6th grade, the District offered all 5th grade 
students the opportunity to take a math exam last spring called the Orleans-Hanna Algebra Prognosis Assessment. This      
assessment, designed to project a student’s success in a first year Pre-Algebra class, was one of several scores considered 
when determining possible accelerated mathematics placement for students entering sixth grade in the 2012-13 school year.  
Other student data included 4th grade Math MSP scores, 5th grade CogAT results, and the end-of year 5th grade general mathe-
matics exam. Teachers then carefully analyze this data to determine the most appropriate math placement for every student.  
 

Outlined below are the three Math Pathways our district will start implementing, starting with 6th graders this fall.  These 
pathways are not necessarily linear in progression and a student must have success at each level before moving to the next 
course.  The purpose of these changes is to encourage more students to take more rigorous courses, sooner, if they are ready. 
 

Snoqualmie Valley School District’s mathematics pathways beginning at sixth grade 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
If you’re a parent of a 6th grader with questions about these options or concerns about your child’s math placement once 
school has started, please contact your school counselor.     

Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

Course 1 Math Course 2 Math Pre-Algebra Algebra Geometry Algebra 2 
  

Algebra 3/ 
Pre-Calculus 

Course 2 Math Pre-Algebra 
Algebra A 

Algebra 
Algebra B 

Geometry Algebra 2 
  

Pre-Calculus AP Calculus/ 
AP Statistics 

Pre-Algebra Algebra Geometry Algebra 2 
  

Pre-Calculus AP Calculus/ 
AP Statistics 

AP Calculus/ 
AP Statistics 
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   How to Know What’s Happening in Your Schools 
 

     There are many ways to stay informed about Snoqualmie Valley school news and events.  Our District 
has implemented several online resources in recent years to help keep families updated.  At the same 
time, these online resources help conserve paper, reduce costs, and provide more timely and accurate  

information to families.  Visit the School District website at www.svsd410.org and find... 
 

RSS feed:  To automatically receive an email notice every time a new headline is added to the front page 
of the district website, go to the little orange button near the top of the district home page & sign up.  

 

E-Calendar:  View all district and school events from one handy location. E-Calendars are updated         
regularly so it’s more accurate than a printed calendar.  Choose only the schools your children attend,       
or view them all. Download events into another calendar application, or sign up for email reminders.   

 

E-News:  Email notifications have become the primary way that our school district and each of our 
schools communicate with parents. As a way to save costs and conserve resources, schools use        
Constant Contacts E-News, rather than print hardcopy of school newsletters or distribute hand-outs. 
Instead, we encourage parents and community members to subscribe to receive E-News from the   
District and their specific schools.  Simply select the E-News icon (pictured at left) from the district’s 
home page and type in your email address.   

 

Family Access:  Parents and guardians can check their students’ grades, see missing assignments,     
track attendance, view immunization records, confirm emergency contacts, and find other vital student 
information using Family Access. They can also monitor lunch account balances and make online      
payments to a student’s food service account through Family Access.  Schools provide parents and   
students a confidential access code to ensure individual privacy.   

 

E-Flyers:  Learn about family-oriented events and activities happening around our community through    

E-Flyers.  As Snoqualmie Valley schools adopt more earth-friendly practices, paper flyers are no longer 
sent home with students, but rather posted online.  Community organizations with family-friendly 
events can submit a flyer to be considered for Superintendent approval.  If approved, the notice is    
posted online, and schools help raise awareness about events that are most relevant to their student 
population with a link to E-Flyers from their regular E-News communication.   

 

E-Meetings:  A new approach to a traditional public meeting, 
tune in to a “live” presentation from the comfort of your  
home computer.  E-Meeting participants will hear a presenter 
(in  real-time) as they watch PowerPoint slides on their screen.         
Participants can also email questions for the presenter to   
address.  For those who are not able to participate, podcasts 
(audio recordings) are posted online at a later date.  

Communication, Communication, Communication  
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Saludos de Espana!  
 

From July 9-18, fourteen Snoqualmie Valley teens (ages 15-19) travelled to Spain for a 10-day     
cultural and educational experience with Mount Si High School Spanish teacher Jenny Foster and 
three other adult chaperones.  Highlights included visiting the Royal Palace in Madrid, climbing the 
tower at the Alcazar, exploring the ancient 2,000-year-old Roman aqueduct in Segovia, savoring 

churros y chocolate in Burgos, taking an audio tour of the Guggenheim Museum in Bilbao, swimming in the Bay of 
Bizcay in San Sebastian, exploring the unfinished La Sagrada Familia Cathedral in Barcelona, and dancing Flamenco 
during an interactive lesson. Foster, who hopes to take another group in 2014, said, “Everyone had a wonderful time 
and learned so much from our amazing tour manager Nil from Barcelona.”   

From the post office...  
If you have a smart 
phone, simply point it 
at this image and link 
to the district website.  

Parents without a computer or Internet access can still request hard copies of information from their school office. 

 

 

 

http://www.svsd410.org
http://www.svsd410.org/calendars/index.asp
http://www.svsd410.org/districtinfo/newspubs/index.asp
http://www.svsd410.org/parents/FamilyAccess/FamilyAccess.asp
http://www.svsd410.org/districtinfo/E-Meetings/index.asp
http://www.svsd410.org/districtinfo/E-Flyer/index.asp
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2012-13 Budget News  

SVSD Middle School Students  
Experience U.S. History First-Hand  
 

Eighth graders from all three SVSD middle schools (56 in all!) 
braved an East Coast heat wave June 18-23 while on an edu-
cational tour of our nation’s capital. They saw Independence 
Hall in Philadelphia, Valley Forge, Gettysburg, Harpers Ferry, 
Sharpsburg/Antietam, then in DC--Mount Vernon, the U.S. 
Capital, White House, Library of Congress, National Cathedral, 
several museums (Holocaust, Smithsonian, Spy, Newseum), 
and monuments (Lincoln, MLK, FDR, Jefferson, Vietnam,   
Korean and WWI). The group also visited the Arlington      
National Cemetery to pay respect to Eric Ward, a former  
Mount Si graduate and fallen soldier.  Watch a video of the 
trip: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hMaJ967LoKQ   
 

For information 
on next          
summer’s trip, 
contact Tom  
Burford (SMS)   
or Emily Rourke 
(TFMS).   
 

At Valley Forge,  
Pennsylvania 

District Budget Approved for 2012-13 
  

During their regular meeting on July 12, the School Board of Directors adopted a   
budget for the 2012-13 school year.  As directed by the Board early in the budget   
development process, District administration presented a balanced budget. The     
District’s main operating budget, called the General Fund, includes approved           
expenditures amounting to $56,500,000 in 2012-13.   
 

The budget for next year also reflects reductions in spending of approximately     
$1.3 million, based on an Expenditure Reduction Plan that the Board approved in 
April. The reduction in spending was necessary to balance the budget for next year 
and maintain the fiscal health of the School District.   
 

Whenever faced with the difficult task of identifying reductions to balance the   
budget, the District has continued to maintain spending priorities that will preserve 
a strong and comprehensive educational program for students.  
 

Several consecutive years of reductions in state and federal funding have required   
the District to streamline practices, consolidate resources, and implement             
operational efficiencies.  For next year, the District was left with few options to 
achieve the significant savings needed to balance the budget. Ultimately, the $1.3 
million decrease in spending was achieved through staffing reductions (classified,    
certificated and administrative), technology efficiencies, consolidation of selected 
bus routes, and an increase in participation fees for middle and high school sports 
programs. (See details in box at right.)  
 

More information on the 2012-13 District Budget and Expenditure Reduction Plan    
is on the District website, under Business Services.  

Sports Participation Fees  
To Increase this Year 
 

One of the items identified in the plan 
to reduce spending next year involves 
increasing participation fees for middle 
and high school extracurricular sports.   
Rather than eliminate or curtail these 
student activities (which receive no 
state funding,) the following fee        
increases will apply for 2012-13:   
 

 Middle school sports: a $15 increase 
will bring the per sport fee to $75  

 

 High school sports: a $25 increase 
will bring the per sport fee to $200   

 

At MSHS, two discounts are available to 
assist families with participation fees. For 
students who participate in multiple sports 
in a year, the 3rd sport fee is waived.  Also, 
there’s a family cap for those with more 
than one student athlete. Once a family 
pays for three sports (up to $600), no fees 
will be charged for additional sports. PTSA 
and community groups also help our 
schools offer scholarship support for      
families who need assistance with fees.  

Back-to-School Tips for Families 
 

School resumes on August 29 in our Snoqualmie 
Valley. To help your family transition gracefully from         
lazy summer days to school mode, here are some tips: 
 

□ Build good sleep habits.  Start getting up and going to 

bed earlier BEFORE the first day of school. 

□ Eat a nutritious breakfast. 

□ Turn off technology and open a book. Read every day. 

□ Exercise together. All bodies & brains need movement. 

□ Choose school clothes early.  Sort through old clothes 

before you school shop. Have kids lay out their outfits 
the night before, to avoid a morning laundry crisis. 

□ Determine your family’s transportation.  Decide in    

advance if kids are riding a bus, carpooling, etc., and      
ensure they know your back-up plan for emergencies. 

□ Meet the teacher, tour the school, and pick up a supply 

list.  A visit can be one of the best ways to ease a child’s 
anxiety, especially when transitioning to a new school. 

□ Finally, set a positive tone.  Be mindful of your words 

and attitude when talking about getting ready for school, 
as your kids will pick up cues from you. Help them be 
successful by sharing positive views on the coming year! 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hMaJ967LoKQ
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Back-to-School Information 
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Are You Registered 

to Vote? 
 

Visit www.vote.wa.gov. 
You can check your status 
by clicking on “MyVote”.   

 

If you are new to King County, 
you can register online.  If you 
need to make an address change 
to your current King County  
registration, call the King County 
Elections Office at 206-296-VOTE 
or 206-296-8683.  
 

Registration forms must be   
postmarked 30 days prior to      
an election. You can register in 
person up to 15 days before an  
election at the King County    
Elections Office. 

 

2012-13 School Year Calendar 
 

Click the E-Calendar icon on the district website at 
www.svsd410.org—for specific dates pertaining to our      
district and your school. 
 

Mark your calendar... 
 First Day of School for grades 1-12   August 29, 2012 

 Labor Day (no school)                   September 3  

 First Day of Kindergarten/Preschool   September 4 

 Veteran’s Day (no school)                   November 12 

 Parent Conferences (1/2 days)    November 16-21 

 Thanksgiving Holiday (no school)    November 22-23 

 Winter Break     December 20-31 

 New Year’s Day (no school)     January 1, 2013  

 Martin Luther King Jr. Day (no school)                 January 21 

 Mid-Winter Break    February 18-22  

 Spring Break    April 8-12 

 Memorial Day (no school)                   May 27  

 Last Day of Kindergarten    June 10 

 Last Day of Class for grades 1-12 (1/2 day)  June 11*  

 

(*Make-up days, if necessary, may be added: June 12, 13, 14, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21) 

 
 

www.svsd410.org 

  

 

School Meal Prices 

       2012-13 prices will remain the same as last year: 
 

    Breakfast: Lunch:  
  Elementary school $1.75  $3.25 
  Middle school   $1.90  $3.25 
  High school  $1.90  $3.50 
  Adult   $2.25  $4.00 
  *Reduced K-3  no charge no charge 
  *Reduced 4-12  no charge $0.40 

 

*Applications for free or reduced cost meals are available online and at every school.    
A new application must be completed each year to be eligible. 

 

2012-13 Free Child Find Screenings  
 

During the upcoming school year, the Snoqualmie Valley School District 
will conduct free Child Find Screening Clinics on these dates: August 31, 
October 12, December 7, February 1, and April 19. Parents who have   
concerns about their three- to five-year-old child’s development are      
encouraged to have their child assessed. Screenings consider social       
development, large and small muscle development, language skills,       
cognitive development, hearing and vision. There’s no cost to parents.     
To make an appointment for your child, call 425-831-8015.  

 
Snoqualmie Valley  

Schools Foundation 
 

The Snoqualmie Valley Schools 
Foundation is a non-profit           
organization that works to ensure   
educational excellence and         
opportunities for every student, in 
every classroom, in every school of 
the Snoqualmie Valley School      
District.  The Foundation raised over 
$90,000 last year in support of    
district-wide math and reading   
programs,  expanding STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering,  
Math) education, and funding     
innovative classroom grants.  
 

On September 17-18, 2012,        
students will be calling for           
donations during their annual    
Phonathon. Please 
answer their calls 
and support your 
schools. 

 

www.svsfoundation.org  

http://www.vote.wa.gov
http://www.svsd410.org
http://www.svsd410.org
http://www.svsd410.org/calendars/index.asp
http://www.svsfoundation.org
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How to Register 
 

To register for kindergarten, a student must be five years old by 
September 1, 2012.  As required by state law, parents must bring 
proof of birth and immunizations at the time of registration.         
Kindergarten students not previously registered should report to    
their assigned school during the last week of August to enroll.   
 

New students should visit their assigned school to obtain the    
correct paperwork and counseling/scheduling assistance. Transfer 
students are also required to produce proof of immunization.  
 

If you are unsure which school your student should attend in the 
Snoqualmie Valley School District, please call the Transportation   
Department at (425) 831-8020 or (425) 831-8000.   
 

When school offices are closed in summer, enrollment packets are 
available at the District Office (8001 Silva Ave. SE, Snoqualmie).  

 

Food Service Program 
 

The food services staff at the Snoqualmie Valley 
School District provides your child with nutritional 
“fuel” to  power their learning engine.  We encourage 
every child to participate in school breakfast and lunch 
programs, which provide well-balanced, well-
prepared, convenient meals, and a la carte snacks.   

 

Meal prices: In an effort to keep school meals affordable, prices 
will remain the same as the past three years. (See previous page.) 
 

Free/Reduced Assistance: Families who need assistance may 

qualify for partial or complete meal subsidies by applying to the 
federal program which oversees these services.  You must fill out a 
new Free/Reduced Meal Application every school year to be eligi-
ble. (Last year’s eligibility is only valid until the end of September.)    
New this year: you can now apply online in Family Access.  Hard 
copy applications are also be available at every school and the   
District Office. Or, download an 2012-13 application on the district 
website at www.svsd410.org, on the Back-to-School Information 
headline or select District Departments/Food Services webpage.  
 

Payments: Parents may pre-pay for meals so that students do not 
need to carry cash to school each day.  All of our schools use an   
electronic point-of-sale system that keeps a running balance and 
can be used for breakfast, lunch, and a la carte food purchases.  
Students use their school ID card or a meal card to access their 
account.   
 

There are two ways to pay into your child’s food service account:   
1. Using a credit or debit card, online payment service is availa-

ble via the Family Access link on the district website. You will 
need   a unique access code from your child’s school to make 
payments and track your student’s purchases.   

2. If you prefer to pay with a check, please be sure to write your 
child’s name (and student number, if you know it) in the 
“note” section at the bottom of the check.   

 

Payments can be made in any amount.  Kitchen staff will let your  
child know when funds are low, and you can monitor your child’s 
balance through Family Access.  Your child’s account balance from 
last spring will follow your student to his/her next grade level  
within our school district.   

Keep this Parent Information Handy all Year 

Transportation Safety 
 

Last year, our district buses traveled 762,633 miles with an excellent 
safety record, covering more than 400 square miles that comprise the 
Snoqualmie Valley School District. The District also has a solid history 
of outstanding safety evaluations from the Washington State Patrol.  
 

Buses are equipped with fire extinguishers, first aid kits, tire chains, 
two-way radios, and most have a digital audio and video monitoring 
system.  Bus drivers meet all certification requirements and are well 
trained in the use of emergency equipment. Bus behavior and exit 
drills are stressed and parent cooperation welcomed. Your child will 
not be let off at an unfamiliar bus stop unless specific instructions from 
the parent are given in writing to your school. Our employees are   
dedicated to providing safe, effective and efficient transportation   
service, and most importantly, always being mindful of the safety and 
well being of students in our care.  

Bus Routes and pick-up times are posted on the 
district website at www.svsd410.org.          
Questions? Call Transportation, 425-831-8020. 

Emergencies such as snow, ice, power outages and floods can alter 
school schedules and affect bus transportation for students.  If you    
are in doubt about conditions and the status of school, please check  
the sources listed above for an update. For inclement weather that 
occurs BEFORE school, Puget Sound media typically report school   
closure updates between 5:00 and 8:30 a.m.  IMPORTANT: If there is 
no message about the Snoqualmie Valley School District #410, schools 
are open on normal schedule.   

Depending on the situation, the message may relay: 

 “Schools Closed” (All school activities canceled for that day) 

 “Schools Open, One Hour Late” (Scheduled runs, one hour late. No out-of-

district transportation) 

 “Schools Open, Two Hours Late” (Scheduled runs, two hours late.  No AM 

Preschool, Encompass, AM Kindergarten, or out-of-district transportation) 

 “Schools Open, Limited Transportation” (Shortened runs due to inclement 

weather or road conditions for areas A, B, or C —Check the website for your 
area and alternate pick-up locations. At the end of the day, students will be 
returned to their same location where they were picked-up in the morning.) 

 

Emergency Call-Out System:  If an emergency occurs DURING the 
school day, the district may send out a recorded phone message to 
parents/guardians who have provided their schools with current cell 
and home phone numbers.  Assuming phone service is not affected   
by the situation, this call-out capability is reserved for extraordinary   
situations and will supplement updates posted on the district website. 
Please make sure your child’s school has your accurate contact      
information so you can reached in an emergency.   

Road Closures:  When road conditions prevent buses from safely 
driving their assigned routes, parents must decide whether to transport 
their student(s) themselves or keep them home for the day. 

  

EMERGENCY INFORMATION: 

 Check District Website: www.svsd410.org  

 Call Emergency Hotline: 425-831-8494 

 Listen to Radio and TV news  

 Go to www.schoolreport.org  (Sign up for email 
notifications.) 

 

 

http://www.svsd410.org
http://www.svsd410.org
http://www.schoolreport.org
http://sharepoint.snoqualmie.k12.wa.us/routes/default.aspx
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 Parent Notifications 

Anti-Discrimination 
 

The Snoqualmie Valley School District complies with all federal and state 

statutes and regulations and does not discriminate in any programs or   

activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin,  

age, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or 

identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal, and 

provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. 

This holds true for all district employment and student opportunities.     

Inquiries regarding compliance and/or grievance procedures may be directed 

to the school district's Title IX/RCW 28A.640 Officer and Section 504/ADA         

Coordinator, Nancy Meeks, P.O. Box 400, Snoqualmie, WA 98065, or phone 

425-831-8015. 

Bullying, Harassment, Intimidation  
 

“Harassment, intimidation, and bullying” means any intentional written,  
verbal, or physical act, including but not limited to one shown to be        
motivated by any characteristic in RCW 9A.36.080(3), (sex, race, color,   
religion, age, ancestry, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, or mental 
or physical disability), or other distinguishing characteristic. 
 

Acts of harassment, intimidation and bullying that cause physical harm to      
a person or damage to a person’s property, substantially interfere with a    
student’s education, is so severe or persistent that it creates an intimidating 
or threatening educational or work environment, or substantially disrupt the 
orderly operation of the school or work place are not tolerated and will be 
dealt with as serious offenses. 
 

Depending upon the frequency and severity of the conduct, intervention, 
counseling, correction, discipline (suspension, expulsion, etc.) and/or referral 
to law enforcement may be used to remediate the impact on the victim and 
the climate and change the behavior of the perpetrator. This includes     
appropriate intervention, restoration of a positive climate, and support for 
victims and others impacted by the violation. False reports or retaliation for 
anyone thought to have reported harassment, intimidation or bullying is  
prohibited and will be treated as a serious violation, subject  to disciplinary 
actions. Policy 3207 is a component of the district’s responsibility to create 
and maintain a safe, civil, respectful and inclusive learning community for all 
students and employees.  
 

Affirmative Action  
 

The District, as a recipient of public funds, is committed to undertake      
affirmative action which makes effective equal employment opportunities    
for staff and applicants for employment, and will ensure that no personnel 
procedures discriminate against any individuals. Policy 5010 
 

Notification of Threats 
 

Students and school employees who are subjects of threats of violence or 
harm shall be notified of the threats in a timely manner. Parents shall be 
included in notifications to students who are subjects of those threats.     
Timing and details of the notice will be as extensive as permitted by the  
federal  Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act, other legal limitations,  
and circumstances of the situation. Policy 4314 
 

Integrated Pest Management 
 

To provide a safe and healthy environment for students, staff and those who 

use school properties, the District uses an Integrated Pest Management (IPM) 

approach to suppress undesirable weeds and pests on school grounds. Where 

possible, alternative environmentally safe controls are implemented before 

chemical controls are used, to keep vegetation and pests at acceptable levels.  

When school is in session and a chemical application is planned, parents and 

staff at that site will be notified in writing at least 72 hour prior to application.  

In the case of an emergency application (i.e.  stinging insects), individuals will 

be notified as soon as possible after the application.  Signage regarding any 

application will remain posted for 24 hours after a treatment.  Parents without 

internet access to receive their school’s E-News communication can write the 

IPM Coordinator, Operations Office, Snoqualmie Valley School District, PO Box 

400, Snoqualmie, WA 98065; or call 831-8031, to request hard copy of   

notifications.   

Title 1 Right to Review Teacher Qualifications 
 

If you are a parent of a student receiving Title 1 services in the 

Snoqualmie Valley School District, you have the right to know the 

professional qualifications of the classroom teachers who instruct   

your child.  Federal law allows you to ask for certain information about 

your child’s classroom teachers and requires a district to give you this 

information in a timely manner if you ask for it.  Specifically, you have 

the right to ask: 
 

 Whether the state’s Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) 
has licensed or qualified the teacher for the grades and subjects he or 
she teaches. 

 Whether OSPI has decided that the teacher can teach in a classroom 

without being licensed or qualified under state regulations because of 
special circumstances. 

 The teacher’s college major; whether the teacher has any advanced 

degrees and, if so, the subject of the degrees. 
 Whether any paraeducators provide instructional services to your child 

and, if they do, their qualifications. 
 

If you would like to receive any of this information, please call Beverly 

Root, Director of Personnel at 425-831-8000. 

Parents:  Talk to your Children  
about Bullying & Cyberbullying 
 

Bullying is unwanted, repeated aggressive behavior that         
physically or psychologically hurts a student or damages the    
students’ property, disrupts his/her learning process and/or   
creates an intimidating or unsafe environment.   
 

Cyberbullying is bullying that takes place via devices such as cell 
phones, computers, and tablets and through social media sites, 
text messages, chat sites, and websites.  Examples include      
insulting, mean and/or threatening text messages or emails, false 
information/rumors sent by email or posted on social networking 
sites, embarrassing photos, videos, or social media pages, and 
websites created specifically to harass or threaten a person.  
 

As parents, we need to talk about bullying and cyberbullying and 
their consequences as soon as children are able to understand 
these concepts.  Here are some tips suggested by the our state’s 
Ombudsman Office: 
 

 Discuss what bullying is. Give examples and discuss feelings 
associated with these actions. 

 Learn your school’s anti-bullying policies and talk to your kids 
about school expectations.  Discuss what they should do if they 
are bullied at school. 

 Talk to your children about responsible use of cell phones and 
the internet.  Give examples of how people can hurt others by 
what they post.  Plan together what they should do if they are 
ever cyberbullied. 

 Help your child understand that what they post online can hurt 
others deeply. Even if they intend something as a joke, others 
(including authorities) may construe what they post as bullying 
or threatening behavior. Help them express themselves in a 
civil, respectful manner.   

 Model safe internet behavior yourself, in your own online  
practices. Set up security controls and ensure they include you 
as a friend. 

More information is posted on the district website, regarding   
anti-bullying and harassment policies, curriculum and activities 
that take place in our schools. 
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Parent Handbook Information 

Individuals with Disabilities         
Education Act (IDEA) 
 

No qualified individual with a disability shall, by 
reason of such disability, be excluded from    
participation in or be denied the benefits of the 
services, programs, or activities of a public entity, 
or be subjected to discrimination by any such 
entity.” 

 

Child Find Identification 
 

The Snoqualmie Valley School District is        
committed to identifying and evaluating all    
students living within the district boundaries that 
may be in need of special education services. Any 
child between the age of birth through 21 with    
a suspected disability who is brought to the   
attention of the school district will be evaluated, 
and if qualified, provided the opportunity for free 
appropriate public education. For information 
contact Nancy Meeks, Director of Student      
Services. (Child Find screening dates - page 8.) 
 

Language Hearing Assistance 
 

To access language and hearing interpreters, 
please contact the Snoqualmie Valley School  
District office at 425-831-8000 by 4:30 pm, three 
days prior to any public meeting. 

 

McKinney-Vento Act 
 

The McKinney-Vento Act is a federal law that 
makes sure children and youth who do not     
have permanent housing can go to school and 
preschool. It gives children and youth rights to 
enroll in school, stay in school, get transportation 
to/from school, and access to school lunch    
programs.  If you become aware of  students  
who may qualify for services under the McKinney-
Vento Act, or are in need of services for students 
in your family, please contact the principal of your 
school or Nancy Meeks.  

 

Student Directory Information 
 

Federal law permits a school district to identify 
certain information as directory information that 
may be released publicly without the permission 
of the parent.  The Snoqualmie Valley School 
District identifies this information as: name,   
address, telephone number, date and place        
of birth, major field of study, participation in      
activities and sports, weight and height of athletic 
team members, dates of enrollment, diploma   
and awards received, and most previous school 
attended.  Parents who wish this information 
to be withheld need to notify their schools 
in writing in September 2012. 

 

Photographic Consent 
 

The Snoqualmie Valley School District and all of 
its schools have many opportunities to recognize 
students’ accomplishments and activities  
throughout the year using photos of students.  
This may take the form of print newsletters,  
videos, TV, email/E-News, website, newspaper 
articles, etc.  Parents who DO NOT want their 
child’s photograph published need to notify 
their child’s school office in writing in    
September 2012, to prevent the school or 
district from using their student’s photo. 

Family Educational Rights and      
Privacy Act (FERPA) 
 

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) 
affords parents and students over 18 years of age 
(“eligible students”) certain rights with respect to the 
student’s education records.  They are: 

(1) The right to inspect and review the student’s   
education records within 45 days of the date the 
District received a request for access. 

 Parents or eligible students should submit to the 
school principal (or appropriate school official) a 
written request that identifies the record(s) they  
wish to inspect. The school official will make   
arrangements for access and notify the parent or 
eligible student of the time and place where the 
records may be inspected. 

(2) The right to request the amendment of the     
student’s education records that the parent or 
eligible student believes are inaccurate or         
misleading. 

 Parents or eligible students may ask the  
Snoqualmie Valley School District to amend a  
record that they believe is inaccurate by submitting 
a request in writing to the school principal (or 
appropriate school official) to clearly identify the 
part of the record they want changed, and specify 
why it is inaccurate. 

 If the District decides not to amend the record as 
requested by the parent or eligible student, the 
District will notify the parent or eligible student of 
the decision. In addition, the district will advise 
them of their right to a hearing regarding the  
request for amendment and provide procedures  
for the hearing.  

(3) The right to consent to disclosures of personally 
identifiable information contained in the student’s 
education records, except to the extent that FERPA 
authorizes disclosure without consent. 

 One exception, which permits disclosure without 
consent, is disclosure to school officials with    
legitimate educational interests if the official needs 
to review an education record in order to fulfill 
his/her professional responsibility.  A school    
official is a person employed by the District as an    
administrator, supervisor, instructor, or support 
staff member (including health or medical staff and 
law enforcement unit personnel); a person serving 
on the  School Board; a person or company with 
whom the District has contracted to perform a 
special task (such as an attorney, auditor, medical 
consultant, or therapist); or a parent or student 
serving on an official committee, such as a discipli-
nary or grievance committee, or assisting another 
school official in performing his or her tasks. 

 Upon request, the District discloses education   
records without consent to officials of another 
school district in which a student seeks or intends 
to enroll.  FERPA requires a school district to make 
a reasonable attempt to notify the student of the 
records request.   

(4) The right to file a complaint with the U.S.       
Department of Education concerning alleged   
failures by the School District to comply with the 
requirements of FERPA. The federal office that 
administers FERPA is:  

  Family Policy Compliance Office 
  U.S. Department of Education 
  400 Maryland Avenue S.W. 
  Washington, DC 20202-5901 

Drug Free Schools 
 

In the Snoqualmie Valley School District, we 
believe we have an important responsibility  
to our students to take necessary steps to 
prevent chemical use. Further, we believe  
that the use of chemical substances, including 
alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs, interferes 
with the learning process. Because the use of 
alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs by children 
and adolescents is harmful and illegal, we do 
not condone their use. We support chemical 
abstinence for all children and adolescents so 
that they can reach their full intellectual, 
emotional, social, and physical potential. Also, 
we recognize that students suffering from 
untreated chemical abuse and dependency 
impair the education environment by serving 
as a conduit of substances into the school 
population and by rationalizing substance 
consumption to other impressionable youth. 
 

Possession, use, or being under the influence 
of drugs, alcohol, or tobacco is strictly prohib-
ited on or about the school grounds and at all 
school-sponsored activities, whether at school 
or at some other location.  A student who has 
been found in violation of these standards will 
be suspended, pending the completion of a 
drug/alcohol assessment.  A list of District-
approved Chemical Dependency Services will 
be provided for scheduling the follow-up drug 
and alcohol assessment.  Compliance with 
these standards is mandatory. To access the 
Directory of Certified Chemical Dependency 
Services and Parent Guide for Washington 
State, go to: http://www.dshs.wa.gov/DBHR/. 
 

Our District’s Chemical Dependency Counselor 
is available to provide intervention services to 
all students and their families.  Call the   
Counseling Center at (425) 831-8150 for 
information and appointments. 
 

Other Resources: 
24-hr Alcohol/Drug Help Line   206-722-4222 
Friends of Youth  425-392-6367 
Group Health—Eastside  425-883-5151 
Lakeside Milam  425-392-8468 
Raging River Recovery Center 425-831-5425 
 

Drug Free Workplace 
 

The Snoqualmie Valley School District Board 
of Directors has declared our District to be     
a Drug and Smoke-Free Workplace in      
accordance with Federal Law (P.L. 101-226).  
As such, the unlawful possession, use, or 
distribution of illicit drugs, alcohol, or tobacco 
on school premises or as a part of any school 
activity is strictly prohibited.  Additionally, 
State Regulation (WAC 296-24-073(6))          
requires that employees be prohibited from 
any District work site or any school activity 
while under the influence of illegal narcotics.  
An employee must notify the Superintendent 
within five (5) days of any criminal conviction 
for violation of a drug statute, if the violation 
occurred on school district premises or at      
a school activity. Compliance with these     
standards of conduct is mandatory. Any  
employee found in violation of these       
standards shall be subject to discipline up     
to and including discharge and referral for 
prosecution. 
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Elementary  Schools: 
Cascade View Elementary School  

425-831-4100 

34816 S.E. Ridge St.  

Snoqualmie, WA  98065 

Ray Wilson, Principal 
 

Fall City Elementary  

425-831-4000 

33314 S.E. 42nd 

Fall City, WA  98024 

Dan Schlotfeldt, Principal 
 

North Bend Elementary  

425-831-8400 

400 E. 3rd Street  

North Bend, WA  98045 

Jim Frazier, Principal 
 

Opstad Elementary   

425-831-8300 

1345 Stilson Ave. S.E.  

North Bend, WA  98045 

Amy Wright, Principal 

 

Snoqualmie Elementary  

425-831-8050 

39801 S.E. Park St.  

Snoqualmie, WA  98065 

Kerstin Kramer, Principal 

 

High School: 
Mount Si High School                 Main Office: 425-831-8100 

8651 Meadowbrook Way S.E.    Attendance: 425-831-8200 

Snoqualmie, WA  98065             Counseling: 425-831-8150 

John Belcher, Principal 

Greg Hart, Associate Principal 

Beth Castle and Cindy Wilson, Assistant Principals 
 

Snoqualmie Valley Virtual Academy                425-831-8142 

 Lisa Truemper, Program Coordinator          

 

Administrative Office:       
8001 Silva Ave. S.E.     phone: 425-831-8000 
P.O. Box 400  fax: 425-831-8040 

Snoqualmie, WA  98065 www.svsd410.org 
   

Joel Aune, Superintendent  425-831-8000 

Don McConkey, Assistant Superintendent 425-831-8018 

Jeff Hogan, Executive Director, Technology 425-831-8019 

Ryan Stokes, Director, Business Services  425-831-8011 

Nancy Meeks, Director, Student Services  425-831-8015 

Beverly Root, Director, Personnel   425-831-8000 

Jim Garhart, Supervisor, Transportation  425-831-8020 

Carl Larson, Supervisor, Operations  425-831-8005 

Pat Reilly, Supervisor, Food Services  425-831-8009 

Carolyn Malcolm, Public Information 425-831-8423
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 Middle Schools: 
Chief Kanim Middle School  

425-831-8225 

32627 Redmond-Fall City Rd.  

P.O. Box 639  

Fall City, WA  98024 

Kirk Dunckel, Principal 
 

Snoqualmie Middle School  

425-831-8450 

9200 Railroad Ave. S.E.  

Snoqualmie, WA  98065 

Vernie Newell, Principal 
 

Twin Falls Middle School  

425-831-4150 

46910 S.E. Middle Fork Road 

North Bend, WA  98045 

Ruth Moen, Principal 

Martin Barber, Assistant Principal 
 

Alternative School: 
Two Rivers School  

425-831-4200 

330 Ballarat Ave. N.  

North Bend, WA  98045 

Amy Montanye-Johnson, Principal 

 

District website: www.svsd410.org 
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