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Superintendent message: 
  

Greetings from the Snoqualmie Valley School District! 
 
With over 6,000 students returning to school earlier this fall, the 2012-13 
school year is now well underway.  These young people bring to our 
schools and classrooms an abundance of energy, eagerness, and potential.  
Those of us who work in the schools—teachers, support staff, and           
administrators—will find these qualities to be a source of inspiration  
as we work with the students throughout the coming school year. 
 
This edition of our School District Newsletter draws attention to the great  

work of our staff and underscores the impressive accomplishments and achievements of our 
students.  We hope you find this publication to be informative and interesting as it includes 
just a few examples of the exceptional things occurring in the Snoqualmie Valley schools.  
For more information about our schools, I urge you to visit the school district website:  
www.svsd410.org.   
 
Your support is very much appreciated as we continue to provide the best educational   
experience possible for the students in our schools.  Enjoy the upcoming holiday season! 
 
Best Regards, 

 
Superintendent  
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November 2012                         Fall Edition 

The  

fundamental  

purpose  

of the        

Snoqualmie 

Valley  

School District  

is to ensure 

high levels     

of learning  

for every    

student. 

Superintendent  
Joel Aune 

 

Technology Connecting Students in Amazing Ways 

When senior 
Dominique Seaman 
had to have spinal 
surgery last month, 
Mount Si teacher     
Joe Dockery used 
FaceTime technology 
to help her stay      
connected with her 
favorite animation 
class.  Photo: The    
entire class got to 
“visit” Dominique in 
the hospital, and talk 
to her about what it 
was like to spend a 
week at Children’s 
Hospital. (cont. pg.2) 

http://www.svsd410.org
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Education With Technology 
S

N
O

Q
U

A
L

M
I
E

 V
A

L
L

E
Y

 P
U

B
L

I
C

 S
C

H
O

O
L

S
  

Latest and Greatest in the Instructional Technology World 
 

Technology in the Snoqualmie Valley School District continues to evolve as the Instructional Technology               
department provides additional mobile devices to staff and students across the district. When Mount Si High School 
Language Arts teacher Toni Canady learned she had been selected as a Mobile Learning Initiative recipient she   
responded, “You have no idea how powerful these iPads have been as a teaching tool for struggling learners.”     
During reading, her students are using iPads in scavenger hunts to assist them as they navigate text with a notepad 
and the Internet to find word definitions and gain a deeper understanding. “You will have literally changed the lives 
of my 120 students and my additional six seniors that I am mentoring and tutoring this year. I see this as actually 
placing ‘hope’ in the hands of each of my students,” Canady added. 
 

The combination of the Apple TV and iPads has sparked an increase in   
engagement and motivation in multiple ways. Catherine Fredenburg, math 
teacher at Chief Kanim Middle School, has observed that using the Apple 
TV has assisted in creating excitement for students to complete problems 
on the iPads and project their work via the Apple TV for the whole class to 
see.  Students show eagerness in taking interactive practice quizzes and 
receiving immediate feedback for their work.   

 

In the science classroom, iPads are being used to investigate topics from the textbook, making concepts more 
meaningful through the use of apps and access to resources on the Internet. Students are able to use iPads to         
observe and collaborate as they study cell division, virtually dissect frogs, explore the solar system, and more. 
 

Younger students have used iPads to collect data and images while on field trips in order to bring their real life   
experiences back to the classroom for further exploration. Students are then using iPads to synthesize their        
experiences and learning by creating presentations and e-books to share with families and school communities. 
 

The district’s Instructional Technology department continues to provide training and support to teachers and     
students in implementing and integrating technology in meaningful ways in the curricula, through professional   
development, and one-on-one support.  

Connecting Through FaceTime: Dominique’s Story continued… 

  
Dominique’s project team then took her through a virtual tour 

of the set they recently built for their stop motion animation 

project. They made plans to use Google Drive to collaborate on 

the script and to share her sketches for painting the set and 

modeling the characters.  The class is continuing to reconnect 

regularly while she recovers at home, so she can continue to be 

engaged in the learning process.  And as her mother explained, 

she is also insistent on doing her part to make sure their project 

“is not too macho” as she’s the only girl in her group.   

 

Deslie Seaman, Dominique’s mom also shared, “Dominique    

truly loves animation. It’s what she wants to study in college    

and do for a living.  Given all the challenges she’s faced, this 

amazing program at Mount Si High School, the loving staff, the       

caring students, and the great atmosphere — it’s all helping          

propel her to the future.”    
 

Best wishes, Dominique, for a speedy recovery & return to school! 

Dominique continues to play a key role    
on her stop motion animation group     
project using FaceTime technology to     
connect with teammates pictured above.  

Twenty-first century technologies 
being used in SVSD classrooms     

are empowering students  
and staff to collaborate,  

communicate and create.  
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A Spotlight on Exceptional Alumni 

Key Dates Remaining in the 2012-13 School Year Calendar   
Check E-Calendar on the district website www.svsd410.org—for specific dates pertaining to your school. 

 

 Parent Conferences (1/2 days)           Nov. 16-21, 2012 

 Thanksgiving Holiday               Nov. 22-23 

 Winter Break              Dec. 20-31 

 New Year’s Day              Jan. 1, 2013  

 Martin Luther King Jr. Day             Jan. 21 

 

*Make-up days, if needed: June 12, 13, 14, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21 

 Mid-Winter Break                Feb. 18-22  

 Spring Break    April 8-12 

 Memorial Day    May 27  

 Last Day of Kindergarten   June 10 

 Last Day of Class for 1 -12 (1/2 day)  June 11*  

Alumni Spotlight:  Pilot in Training Chad Hennig 
 

Chad Hennig, a 2008 graduate of Mount Si High School, recently graduated from the United States Air Force Academy and is 

beginning his professional career as a pilot.  
 

He started kindergarten in the Snoqualmie Valley School District at Opstad       

Elementary, then attended Snoqualmie Middle School and Mount Si High School.  

In his senior year, Hennig pursued his passion for flight, which would guide his 

future, and earned his private pilot license just prior to high school graduation.  
 

With Hennig’s preparation in academics, sports, employment as a ski instructor, 

and community service while in the Snoqualmie Valley, he obtained nominations 

to the United States service academies from US Senators Murray and Cantwell, 

and from US Representative Reichert. He accepted an appointment to the    

United States Air Force Academy (USAFA) in Colorado Springs. In addition to the 

fitness, military, and educational components of the Academy, Chad made time 

to coach youth soccer, work with Habitat for Humanity and Big Brothers Big  

Sisters, and become a certified SCUBA diver.  His flying and instructing experi-

ence earned him a position as an Instructor Pilot in the USAFA Soaring Program, 

with over 650 flights in his four years at the academy.  When the time came to 

submit his preference for duty in the Air Force, his top choice was Pilot.  
 

Hennig graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree in Aeronautical Engineering 

last spring, earned his commission as a 2nd Lieutenant, and received a salute and 

handshake from the Commander in Chief, President Barack Obama, at the         

graduation ceremony on May 23, 2012 (pictured at right).  He’s now in pilot         

training at Columbus Air Force Base in Columbus, Mississippi, pursuing an           

advanced training track for fighter aircraft. 
 

In looking back at his years in the SVSD, Chad shared, “The schools I attended did their part to lay the groundwork for my 

next academic challenge. From learning the basics of multiplication using egg cartons and cereal at Opstad to AP Calculus at 

Mt. Si, each teacher, class, and school helped me prepare for the Navier-Stokes equations that I would battle during my final 

year at the Air Force Academy.”   
 

“To all the teachers and staff who helped me along my way, thank you,” Hennig added. “I couldn’t have made my childhood 

dream come true without the hard work and dedication from each and every one of you.” 
 

If you have a special story to share about accomplished alumni of the Snoqualmie Valley School District, please send your  

story to malcolmc@svsd410.org, as we hope to feature an “Alumni Spotlight” in subsequent newsletters. 

President Obama congratulates 2nd 
Lieutenant Chad Hennig at his Air Force 
Academy graduation last May.  
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Six Mount Si High School seniors  
from the Class of 2013 were recently 
named as National Merit Scholars, by 
earning top scores in the Preliminary 
SAT/National Merit Scholarship    
Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT®), 
which students across the nation   
take the fall of their junior year. 
 

Mount Si senior Nicholas Apone is a 
National Merit Semifinalist in the 
prestigious 2013 National Merit  
Scholarship Program.  Among the     
1.5 million high school students who 
took the exam last fall, Apone joins     
a national pool of top-performing    
students that represent less than         
1 percent of U.S. high school seniors.  
As a semifinalist, he has the oppor-
tunity to continue in the competition 
to compete for finalist status and 
scholarships. (Last year, three Mount 
Si semifinalists became finalists:     
Sally Miller and Brian Copeland now 
attend MIT, and Riley Edwards attends  
Fordham University in New York.) 
 

Senior Natalie Guterson qualified for 
two distinctions based on her PSAT    
performance last fall. As a National 
Achievement Program Semifinalist,    
she is being recognized for scoring     
in   the top 1 percent of more than 
160,000 Black Americans who took the 
PSAT exam, and plans to continue in 
the competition to pursue the finalist 
level and potential scholarships.     
Natalie is also a National Merit      
Commended Scholar.   
 

The other 2013 National Merit        
Commended Scholars from Mount     
Si include: Maria Kajercline, Van 
Magnan, Carly Nelson and Mari Patis. 
Commended Students are among the 
top 50,000 highest-scoring students. 
 

Each October, MSHS requires all jun-
iors to take either the PSAT or ASVAB 
exam, to focus students on post-high 
school education and prepare them 
for the SAT or other careers options. 

State Assessments Show Positive Gains 
 

The results of the 2012 state assessments show Snoqualmie Valley students 
continuing to score significantly higher than the state average—at all grade 
levels tested, and in all subjects.   
 

Overall, Snoqualmie Valley School District’s combined results increased or 
held steady for the majority of categories tested (18 out of 20!) in science, 
math, reading and writing.   
 

These results were released August 29 by the Washington State Office of 
Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) and are posted under the   
Washington State Report Card at: http://www.k12.wa.us.  
 
Notable highlights from our schools include: 

 Writing at all grades increased, reaching 93.5% in grade 7; and 97.3%    
in grade 10 meeting or exceeding standards 

 Strong math improvement --with 5-9% increases in several grade levels 
(3rd, 4th, 5th and 7th)  

 Strong reading results at middle grades  

 FCES: Up in every assessment at every grade level (up 12% gr 3 reading) 

 SMS:  Up 20% in grade 7 reading 

 CKMS:  100% females met standard in writing 

 TFMS & CKMS:  both >90% met standard in grade 8 science 

 MSHS:  >90% in reading, writing, and EOC-math 
 

When presenting the results to the School Board in September, Greg      
Lobdell with the Center for Educational Effectiveness (CEE) provided an 
analysis of neighboring school districts that compares 2012 results with 
2011 data for several districts in our area.  This comparison is posted on  
the district website at: http://www.svsd410.org/districtinfo/newspubs/
news.asp?DistrictNewsID=788.  

Congratulations 2013 National Merit Scholars from Mount Si High School!  
Pictured left to right: Maria Kajercline, Mari Patis, Nick Apone,                   
Van Magnan, Natalie Guterson and Carly Nelson. These senior have   
earned the prestigious honor to display their portrait on Mount Si’s Wall      
of Fame (near the library), joining scholars from previous years.   

Class of 2013 National Merit Scholars Join Mount Si’s “Wall of Fame” 
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Preparing for College 

2012 Advanced Placement Scholars Excel on Multiple Exams 
 

Fifty eight students at Mount Si High School have earned 2012 Advanced Placement (AP) Scholar Awards in recognition of their    
exceptional achievement on AP Exams they took last spring!  (Up from 29 last year)  
 

The College Board’s national Advanced Placement (AP)Program® provides willing and academically capable students with the       
opportunity to take rigorous college-level courses while still in high school. Students with successful performance on AP Exams may 
earn college credit, qualify for advanced placement in college, and/or stand out in the college admissions process.  Success on an    
AP Exam is defined as a score of 3 or higher (on a scale of 1-5 with 5 being the highest possible score.)   
 

Overall results of the 2012 AP Exams taken last spring show that 80.1% of Mount Si High School AP students earned a 3+ score, 
compared to 62.8% of Washington State students, and 60.2% of students nation-wide earning 3+ on the AP Exams.  
 

The College Board awards several levels of AP Scholar achievement based on students’ high performance on multiple AP Exams.     
We applaud these highly motivated and accomplished students:   
 

 2012 AP Scholar Awards were granted to students who  
earned scores of 3 or higher on THREE or more AP exams.   
The 26 AP Scholars from MSHS include: Eden Altwies, 
Delaney Aydel, Alex Censullo, Daniele Curley, Heidi Dehart, 
Joshua Hamann, Rhett Haney, Janna Haskin, Rachel Hayford, 
Rachel Hong, Andrew Kim, Carmen Kroschel, Erin Lamos, 
Molly Mabel, Van Magnan, Shannon Mceldowney, Erik 
Meister, Sierra Morin, Lucy Murdoch, Mari Patis, Alex Pease, 
Lydia Pinkley, Lexie Read, Lynell Solene, Courtney Wilhelm 
and Emma Wright. 

 

 2012 AP Scholar with Honor Awards honor 15 students who 
earn an average score of at least 3.25 on all AP Exams taken, 
and scores of 3 or higher on FOUR or more AP Exams:         
Jessica Adams, Molly Boord, Brynn Davis, Madeline Gill,  
Jennifer Green, Maria Kajercline, Matthew Kawachi, Haley 
McColgan, Maura Murphy, Sam Omalie, Emily Pemberton, 
Kyle Seymour, Ryan Sharon, Kayla Tostevin and Megan 
Wachtendonk. 

 

 2012 AP Scholar with Distinction Awards recognize the 17 
Mount Si students who earned an average score of at least 
3.5 on all AP exams taken, and scores of 3 or higher on FIVE 
or more of these exams: Shannon Barnhart, Chace Carlson, 
Brian Copeland, Molly Cordell, Landon Edwards, Riley      
Edwards, Gillian Goodwin, Azhar Khandekar, Jeremy Knight, 
Margaret Krivanec, John Marshall, Sally Miller,  Robert    
Rollins, Syed Abbas Tahirzadeh, Ben Wheeler, Taylor Wiles 
and Alena Wooldridge. 

 

 Last but certainly not least, Alena Wooldridge has also been 
named a 2012 National AP Scholar, earning one of the high-
est distinctions in this program.  This is granted to students in 
the United States who received an average score of 4 or more 
on all AP exams taken, AND scored 4 or higher on EIGHT or 
more of these exams last year. Wow! 

 

The College Board reported that in May 2012 Mount Si High School 
had 266 total students take 402 AP Exams in 13 subject areas.    
This school year, Mount Si High School is offering 17 AP college-
level courses, with MSHS students filling 728 seats in AP classes 
(many of whom are taking multiple AP courses.)   

College and Career Night  
 

More than 40 colleges, universities, career/technical 

schools and military representatives visited Mount Si  

High School’s during College and Career Night on        

October 9, for an evening of exploring post-secondary 

education options and planning beyond graduation. 
 

At this first-time event, 

high school students and 

their parents had the   

opportunity to visited  

college representatives   

at their own pace, asking 

questions and gathering 

information from institutions mostly in Washington, as 

well as Idaho, Oregon, Montana, California and Canada. 
 

During the      

second part of 

the evening, a 

panel of seven         

admissions     

experts from             

universities  

answered questions from the audience.  Topics covered 

registration deadlines, credit transfers, references,      

applications, declaring majors, SAT/ACT retakes, etc. 
 

College and Career Night was just one of many activities 

the Mount Si High School Career Center offers to help 

students plan for their futures.  For example, colleges 

schedule 1:1 and small group visits throughout the year; 

three “Graduation 101” parent meetings in October   

described state requirements by class; and two Novem-

ber meetings introduced changes in Culminating Projects 

process, with more planned for the coming months. 
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Update on the Mount Si High School Freshman Campus  
 

Preparing for September 2013...Since the School Board’s approval last March to move forward with a Fall 2013 
opening date (which reaffirmed the timeline approved by the Board in 2010) the District has been deeply engaged in 
the 18-month planning process needed to establish a new Mount Si Freshman Campus (FC) at the current Snoqualmie 
Middle School location.  Here are just a few highlights that lie ahead for all Snoqualmie Valley 9th graders next year: 
 

 The vision for the Freshman Campus evolved from the work of the High School Educational Program Committee 
which proposed a solution that would not only solve overcrowding at MSHS, but would work to improve the     
support we  provide freshman (to ensure their high school success) and at the same time, expand Science         
Technology Engineering Math (STEM) Education opportunities for all Snoqualmie Valley students, to ensure they 
are equipped to pursue viable careers after graduation. This remains a guiding principle of FC planning: 

The Freshman Campus will build upon the mission and strengths of Mount Si High School by providing   
a student/learning-centered small learning community that personalizes instruction, and emphasizes 
interdisciplinary rigorous academic learning by cultivating positive student relationships where all    
students are engaged in learning with real-world relevance inspiring and motivating them to explore 
STEM pathways for their post-high school education and 21st Century careers. 

 

 A new STEM course offered to all freshman will engage students in project-based learning to solve real-world 
problems.  Students will be introduced to concepts and careers according to two major themes:   
1. Bio-Informatics (exploring biotech/health sciences and computer science/information technology), plus, 
2. Sustainable Engineering (involving environmental sciences/sustainability and engineering/architectural design).   
By experiencing this in 9th grade, students will have the opportunity to delve deeper (in grades 10-12) into        
subjects that may spark their interests. To assist with career goal planning, “pathway” guidelines are being         
developed that identify related coursework at Mount Si High School that would potentially help build a student’s 
knowledge and post-high school resume.     

 

 Many stakeholders are contributing to planning the Freshman Campus —including a core planning team,          
advisory committee, MSHS staff, middle school counselors, registrars, students, parents, and field experts in    
STEM and higher education.  With a strong focus on providing a quality, innovative education program, as well as 
creating a supportive environment for freshman, they are also working to ensure students attending the Freshman 
Campus feel connected and proud to be Mount Si Wildcats. Freshman next year will have access to all the same               
extracurricular activities, events, and assemblies that students currently enjoy in their high school experience. 

 

Explore more information about the Freshman Campus on the district website. 

Students “Pay It Forward” in Kiwanis Kindness Essay Contest  
 

Snoqualmie Valley Kiwanis recently sponsored an essay contest 
for 5th graders in which the topic of the essay was Kindness -- 
students were asked to describe a kind act they had done and 
how it made them feel. This was part of  the “Pay It Forward” 
campaign initiated by Women in Business in October.   
 

Many teachers spent time in their classrooms talking about   
kindness and promoting it with their students, and as a result, 
almost 300 compassionate essays were submitted. Ultimately,     
a team from Kiwanis had the difficult task to select just 13        
exemplary writings. The winners were honored at their schools 
and awarded a $50 check each from Kiwanis.   
 

Congratulations to these kind contest winners: Megan Albertson 
(FCES); Grace O’Brien (OES); Autumn Kasprowicz, George       
Vincent, Matthew MaClean (SES); Colten Griffin, Sage Phelps, 
and Kiara Goodwin (CVES); Serendipity Unpingco, Mathew 
Mortier and Chloe Kingery (NBES). Check the district website for 
select samples of these heart-warming essays. 

Contest winners from North Bend Elementary   
pose with Principal Frazier and Kiwanis member 
Dave Humphrey.   
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Lessons in Voting 

Construction of SMS Courtyard Enclosure Nears Completion! 
  

Construction that began last summer at Snoqualmie Middle School 
(SMS)  to enclose its seldom-used courtyard, is nearing completion. 
Builders are  on track with their time estimate of  finishing by the end  
of December, for use starting January. The enclosure will add about 
6,000 square feet of multipurpose space at the school, nearly       
doubling its commons area.   
 

Next summer once school is out, a few classroom modifications will 
also be made to the building as we prepare for the opening of the 
Mount Si Freshman Campus next September. Improvements to the 
science labs, for example, are needed for high-school level science    
curriculum.  These upgrades are funded by the 2009 bond with    
funding earmarked for SMS building improvements.  

 

Committee Presented Boundary Recommendation to the School Board  
 

At the time this newsletter went to print, the boundary review process was in its final 
stages. The Boundary Study Committee presented its recommendation to the School 
Board on October 30, focusing on: OPTION F, with a caveat to allow limited open       
enrollment for families who would like to choice into CKMS, to help balance student 
populations between Twin Falls and Chief Kanim middle schools. The Committee       
unanimously agreed on the recommendation after five weeks of studying enrollment  
demographics, developing six feasible options, conducting three public meetings,          
two parent surveys, and carefully considering feedback from 400+ respondents.    
 

A final decision on middle school boundaries is expected from the School Board on November 8, to determine where       
approximately 460 SMS students will attend next fall when SMS is converted into the Mount Si Freshman Campus.   

     Check the District website at: www.svsd410org to see the Board’s final decision regarding middle school boundaries.   
 

Once new boundaries are confirmed, other key steps will follow to ensure a smooth transition as the district moves from 
three to two middle schools.  Next steps will include: initiating the open enrollment option to CKMS (if the Board approves 
the recommendation above,) staffing assignments, adding modular classrooms at TFMS and CKMS, transportation routing,    
special education considerations, and welcoming activities for all middle school students and families. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
Option F, with limited  

open enrollment to CKMS 
 

to help balance enrollment 
between TFMS & CKMS 

Political Lessons on Current Issues Yield Savvy, Serious 5th Grade Voters  

“I disagree with what you say, but will defend to the death your 
right to say it.” 
 

Fifth grade students at Cascade View Elementary are learning about 
the election process, healthy debate, civics, voting, the government, 
and several current issues that voters are deciding in this month’s 
General Election.  Starting with a lesson in RESPECT for others who 
may have differing opinions, they used curriculum from the Secretary 
of State’s Office and the National Mock Election.  Students researched 
topics of education/charter schools, defense, taxes and health care 
then role-played presidential debates.  After weeks of consideration, 
they finally got to cast their votes on a special ballot during their   
election party at school on Friday, November 2.  I wonder how their 
results will compare to that of the general election? P

h
o

to
 c

o
u

rt
es

y 
o

f 
th

e 
V

al
le

y 
R

e
co

rd
 



 

Page 8 

 Finding Kind  

For School Board information, please visit the district website at www.svsd410.org.  Select District Information 
then School Board to find meeting dates, agendas and materials, minutes and podcasts of past meetings,       
director contact information, and school district policies. 

Snoqualmie Valley Schools  

2012-13 Board of Directors  

“Finding Kind” Film Sparks Discussion and Reflection  
 

Bullying Prevention is an important topic 
our schools work to raise awareness 
around throughout the year.  This October, 
which was National Bullying Prevention 
month, the Snoqualmie Valley PTSA Council 
provided our secondary schools with a 
compelling documentary film called 
“Finding Kind”.  With a focus on girl-against
-girl bullying, the overarching message   
was to treat everyone with kindness and 
mutual respect. The film was presented to 
all SVSD  students in grades 6-12 during 
school, followed by group discussions. It 
was also offered October 22 to the public.   
 

Girls at Mount Si High School, after discussing the film, responded by creating the “Kind Wall” where each wrote 
a personal message of kindness or forgiveness and then posted hundreds of the pink notes in a prominent     
hallway as powerful inspiration and reminders to others.   
 

More information is available online regarding other Bullying Prevention resources and Positive Behavior programs 
in our Snoqualmie Valley schools (under Parents & Community tab, then select Harassment & Bullying: A Guide for      
Students and Parents.)  This includes our policies, how to report an incident, tips for keeping your kids safe online,  
curriculum used in our schools, and many other activities which vary by school.  Check with your principal or    
counselor if you have questions regarding your child’s school.   
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New Meeting Location:  Starting November 8, the 

Snoqualmie Valley School Board has moved its meetings 
to the Board Room at the Snoqualmie City Hall.  We  
appreciate the City of Snoqualmie’s offer to share its    
beautiful building for our regular school board meetings, 
typically twice a month. The new meeting location is 
38624 SE River Street in historic Snoqualmie, just one 
block from the District Office. 

Back row: Joel Aune (superintendent), Scott Hodgins 
(vice president), Duncan Deutsch (student rep), Geoff 
Doy and Dan Popp (president). Front: Marci Busby,    
Taylor Pearlstein (student rep) and Carolyn Simpson.  

New Student Representation:    
Mount Si junior  
Duncan Deutsch    
joins senior Taylor 
Pearlstein as student 
representatives to the 
School Board this  
year. In this role, they 
attend the meetings 
regularly, add student 
voice to key decisions, and hare with the Board what’s 
happening at school.  They also report news about the 
district back to the high school’s ASB leadership class. 
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Financial Review and Outlook 

Financial Review — A Look Back... 
 

Washington State Supreme Court Ruling Supports Education:   
On January 5, 2012, the Washington State Supreme Court ruled that the State of Washington has not complied with its      
constitutional obligation to amply fund public education of K-12 children. Ruling in favor of public schools in the McCleary 
case, the Supreme Court is requiring the State to restore funding and fully implement mandated financial reforms by 2018. 
 

Snoqualmie Valley School District Awarded OSPI Energy Grant for $944,010:   
Last April, the Snoqualmie Valley School District (SVSD) was awarded a $944,010 Energy Grant from the Office of                 
Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) for infrastructure improvements. The grant helped to cover the cost of replacing 
four boilers at two schools (Fall City Elementary and North Bend Elementary), and making improvements to lighting and    
controls, as energy-saving exterior lighting was installed in several school buildings this summer.  Our district received one    
of 43 grants awarded, among 70 school districts that applied, from the $20.9 million that the state appropriated for school 
facility energy costs savings projects. "This substantial grant allowed us to address some critical facility needs and reduce 
costs through improved energy efficiencies," said Joel Aune, Snoqualmie Valley Schools Superintendent.  
 

Refinancing Bonds to Save Taxpayers $1.4 Million:   
The Snoqualmie Valley School District took advantage of lower interest rates last spring to refinance a portion of its             
outstanding capital bonds. This refinancing will save District taxpayers a total of $1,450,847 over the next twelve years.       
These savings will flow directly to taxpayers through reduced tax levies (fewer taxes being collected) and are not available for      
District expenses.  The School Board accomplished these savings by approving the issuance of $9,300,000 in refunding bonds 
with interest rates averaged at 2.22% on the new bonds, compared to 5% on the old debt.  By closely monitoring bond market 
conditions when rates were low, the District was able to exceed a savings target of 8% and lock in a savings of 14%! 
 

SVSD earned a clean audit from the State Auditor in its annual review of school district fiscal practices and  

compliance.  
 

Board Approved Balanced Budget for 2012-13 with $1.3 Million in Spending Reductions:   
The School Board of Directors adopted a balanced budget for the 2012-13 school year during their July 12 meeting, approving              
expenditures amounting to $56,500,000 in 2012-13 main operating budget, called the General Fund.  To achieve a balanced 
budget and maintain the fiscal health of the school district, the budget reflects approximately $1.3 million in expenditure  
reductions that were approved last April as part of the budget development process.  After several consecutive years of     
cutbacks in state and federal funding, that has required ongoing efforts to streamline operational efficiencies and trim costs, 
the district faced the difficult task of reducing another $1.3 million with few options remaining. Ultimately, the decrease in 
spending was achieved through a combination of staffing attrition and some reductions, technology efficiencies, consolidation 
of selected bus routes, and an increase in participation fees for middle and high school sports programs.   
 

Budget Outlook — What’s ahead? 
 

 As elections are confirmed this month, we must await decisions 
that will result from our legislators regarding school funding, 
and their consideration of Governor Gregoire’s promise to    
propose a solution to education funding in December, before 
she leaves office.   

 

 In January, our School Board will be discussing plans for future 
school facilities and whether to run a bond proposition on a 
2013 ballot for capital projects to build or renovate schools.  

 

 Later in 2013, our District will begin discussions regarding      
collective bargaining agreements with three school employee 
associations that represent teachers, secretaries and other   
classified employees (bus drivers, cooks, and Instr. Assts.) 

 

Candy Corn Creativity!  
 

A pumpkin decorating contest at MSHS raised  
enough funds last month to    

sponsor Thanksgiving meals for 
two local families, and 

make a donation to 
the local Friends of 
Youth shelter to 
ensure homeless 
youth will also 
enjoy a satisfying 

Thanksgiving 
dinner. 
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   How to Know What’s Happening in Our Schools 
 

     There are many ways to stay informed about Snoqualmie Valley school news and events.  Our District 
has implemented several online resources in recent years to help keep families updated.  At the same 
time, these online resources help conserve paper, reduce costs, and provide more timely and accurate  

information to families.  Find the following resource on the School District website at www.svsd410.org. 
 

RSS feed:  To automatically receive an email notice every time a new headline is added to the front page 
of the district website, go to the little orange button near the top of the district home page & sign up.  

 

E-Calendar:  View all district and school events from one handy location. E-Calendars are updated         
regularly so it’s more accurate than a printed calendar.  Choose only the schools your children attend,       
or view them all. Download events into another calendar application, or sign up for email reminders.   

 

E-News:  Email notifications have become the primary way that our school district and each of our 
schools communicate with parents. As a way to save costs and conserve resources, schools use        
Constant Contacts E-News, rather than print hardcopy of school newsletters or distribute hand-outs. 
Instead, we encourage parents and community members to subscribe to receive E-News from the   
District and their specific schools.  Simply select the E-News icon (pictured at left) from the district’s 
home page and type in your email address.   

 

Family Access:  Parents and guardians can check their students’ grades, see missing assignments,     
track attendance, view immunization records, confirm emergency contacts, and find other vital student 
information using Family Access. They can also monitor lunch account balances and make online      
payments to a student’s food service account through Family Access.  Schools provide parents and   
students a confidential access code to ensure individual privacy.   

 

E-Flyers:  Learn about family-oriented events and activities happening around our community through    
E-Flyers.  As Snoqualmie Valley schools adopt more earth-friendly practices, paper flyers are no longer 
sent home with students, but rather posted online.  Community organizations with family-friendly 
events can submit a flyer to be considered for Superintendent approval.  If approved, the notice is    
posted online, and schools help raise awareness about events that are most relevant to their student 
population with a link to E-Flyers from their regular E-New communication.   

 

E-Meetings:  A new approach to a traditional public meeting, tune in to a “live” presentation from the 
comfort of your home computer. E-Meeting participants can listen to a presenter (in real-time) while 
watching the PowerPoint slides they reference on their screen.  They can 
also email questions for the presenter to address at the end of the 
presentation. 

 

Webcasts & podcasts:  If you miss an E-Meeting, a webcast (video clip 
with audio) will also be posted and accessible from the E-Meeting 
webpage.  Also, if you miss a school board meeting that you’d like to   
listen to, a podcast (audio recording) is typically posted online within a 
week of the meeting; go to District Information, School Board, School 
Board Meeting Podcasts. 

Keeping Informed about School News 
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The Snoqualmie Valley School District complies with all federal and state statutes and regulations and does not discriminate in any programs or 

activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or 

identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal, and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth 

groups. This holds true for all district employment and student opportunities.  Inquiries regarding compliance  and/or grievance procedures may    

be directed to the school district's Title IX/RCW 28A.640 Officer and Section 504/ADA Coordinator, Nancy Meeks, P.O. Box 400, Snoqualmie, WA 

98065, or phone 425-831-8015. 

 

 

 

If you have a smart 
phone, simply point   
it at this image for a 
quick link 
to the    
district 
website.  

Parents without a computer or Internet access can always request information in hard copies from their school. 
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Honoring Local Veterans 

Emergency Communications Systems 
 

In our climate, sometimes excessive snow, ice, wind storms, power outages, 
or floods can alter school schedules and affect bus transportation for         
students.  On mornings of questionable weather, schedule change decisions 
are typically posted between 5:00-8:30 a.m.  Please refer to the following 
resources to confirm the status of Snoqualmie Valley schools: 
 

 www.svsd410.org – SVSD district website 

 Emergency hotline: 425-831-8494 

 www.schoolreport.org – Sign up for email notifications. 

 Local radio & TV stations 
 

If there is no message from our District, assume that school is running on 
schedule. We do not post a “running on time” message.  Be sure to check 
the sources above right before kids leave for school too, since weather   
conditions can change quickly in our climate.   
 

Prepare now… We suggest parents print out the district’s Emergency 

Transportation Information by selecting the icon at left from the 
district website (www.svsd410.org).  Keep this Information handy 
(with alternative bus “snow routes”) in the event you lose power 
and cannot access information online. Also, learn how decisions   
are made in our district around schedule changes, by reading        
“Be Prepared for School Schedule Changes” online. 

  
Emergency Call-Out System:   Last month, the district tested its emergency 
call-out system to ALL parents and staff members.  If an emergency occurs 
DURING the school day, our district has the ability to send a recorded phone 
message to the cell and home numbers that parents/guardians have          
provided their schools, through a service called SchoolMessenger.  This call-
out capability will only be used in the case of an emergency, assuming phone 
service is intact, and it will supplement updates posted on the district       
website.  We do not use the call-out system for winter morning schedule 
changes, so be sure to check the four resources bulleted above.  

Retiring Worn Flags at  
Veteran’s Day Assembly 
 

Do you have any stained, torn, worn out 
or tattered American Flags?  For the past 
four years, 8th graders at Snoqualmie 
Middle School, under the direction of 
history teacher Tom Burford, have 
worked to gather flags that have expired 
so they can be properly retired.  Most 
recently, during a Veteran’s Day assembly 
on November 9, SMS students handed 
over flags to American Legion               
representatives who would properly burn 
them at a later date. SMS will gladly take 
in flags throughout the year as well.   
Simply bring them to the main office   
between 7:10am-3:00pm.  Please contact 
Thomas Burford at bufordt@svsd410.org 
if you have questions.  

2011 SMS assembly 

Supporting our Troops Each Year 
 

For the past three years around Veteran’s Day, Snoqualmie Valley schools have 
partnered with the American Legion Auxiliary Unit #74, to take up collections of 
items for the troops serving overseas.  With generous donations from students, 
staff and parents, the Auxiliary has been able to send several care packages to men 
and women currently serving in Iraq and Afghanistan. “We put smiles on  the faces 
of more than 150 Marines, Soldiers and Airmen. This included a soldier, Spc Cory 
Smith, and 1st Airman Orion Orellana, both graduates of Mount Si High School,” 
reported Suzy Cassidy, parent and Auxiliary 1st  vice president who coordinates     
the collection. 
 

This year, boxes were placed in our schools from October 22 - November 9 to    
gather items ranging from coffee packets, cookies and beef jerky; to socks, hand 
warmers and shaving cream; to batteries, magazines and coloring books/crayons to 
hand out to village children…and, of course, the prized possession of homemade 
cards, letters and artwork. The American Legion Auxiliary plans to adopt a company 
deployed from Joint Base Lewis/McChord this year, as well as support other units 
with members from our local communities, including at least one MSHS graduate. 

Spc. Cory Smith paid a surprise visit 
to Opstad Elementary last year to 
share his appreciation for the special 
packages he and other local troops 
received while serving over seas. 

 

http://www.svsd410.org
http://www.schoolreport.org
http://www.svsd410.org/departments/transportation/prepared.asp
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Elementary  Schools: 
Cascade View Elementary School  

425-831-4100 

34816 S.E. Ridge St.  

Snoqualmie, WA  98065 

Ray Wilson, Principal 
 

Fall City Elementary  

425-831-4000 

33314 S.E. 42nd 

Fall City, WA  98024 

Dan Schlotfeldt, Principal 
 

North Bend Elementary  

425-831-8400 

400 E. 3rd Street  

North Bend, WA  98045 

Jim Frazier, Principal 
 

Opstad Elementary   

425-831-8300 

1345 Stilson Ave. S.E.  

North Bend, WA  98045 

Amy Wright, Principal 

 

Snoqualmie Elementary  

425-831-8050 

39801 S.E. Park St.  

Snoqualmie, WA  98065 

Kerstin Kramer, Principal 

 

High School: 
Mount Si High School                 Main Office: 425-831-8100 

8651 Meadowbrook Way S.E.    Attendance: 425-831-8200 

Snoqualmie, WA  98065             Counseling: 425-831-8150 

John Belcher, Principal 

Greg Hart, Associate Principal 

Beth Castle and Cindy Wilson, Assistant Principals 
 

Snoqualmie Valley Virtual Academy                 
 Robert Znak  Program Coordinator             425-831-8100       

 

Administrative Office:       
8001 Silva Ave. S.E.     phone: 425-831-8000 
P.O. Box 400  fax: 425-831-8040 

Snoqualmie, WA  98065 www.svsd410.org 
   

Joel Aune, Superintendent  425-831-8000 

Don McConkey, Assistant Superintendent 425-831-8018 

Jeff Hogan, Executive Director, Technology 425-831-8019 

Ryan Stokes, Director, Business Services  425-831-8011 

Nancy Meeks, Director, Student Services  425-831-8015 

Beverly Root, Director, Personnel   425-831-8000 

Jim Garhart, Supervisor, Transportation  425-831-8020 

Carl Larson, Supervisor, Operations  425-831-8005 

Pat Reilly, Supervisor, Food Services  425-831-8009 

Carolyn Malcolm, Public Information 425-831-8423
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 Middle Schools: 
Chief Kanim Middle School  

425-831-8225 

32627 Redmond-Fall City Rd.  

P.O. Box 639  

Fall City, WA  98024 

Kirk Dunckel, Principal 
 

Snoqualmie Middle School  

425-831-8450 

9200 Railroad Ave. S.E.  

Snoqualmie, WA  98065 

Vernie Newell, Principal 
 

Twin Falls Middle School  

425-831-4150 

46910 S.E. Middle Fork Road 

North Bend, WA  98045 

Ruth Moen, Principal 

Martin Barber, Assistant Principal 
 

Alternative School 
Two Rivers School  

425-831-4200 

330 Ballarat Ave. N.  

North Bend, WA  98045 

Amy Montanye-Johnson, Principal 

 

Parent Partner Program   831-4200     

        Erika Ribary, Program Coordinator   
 

District website: www.svsd410.org 
2012 Fall/November District Newsletter 


